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Spring is a time to celebrate at Project Second Chance. We have 
two fun upcoming events for tutors, learners, friends, and families. 

First, we will have an Open House in May to celebrate our new 
office in Concord. We are excited to share the new space with you.

Next, we will have our PSC Community Celebration in June. We will 
celebrate all the work we did this year as learners and tutors. It’s 
a time to have fun with each other and present our latest book of 
learner writings, In Our Words. 

Read on for more details about these events and so much more 
that we have planned for this new season!

HELLO & WELCOME
Join a PSC 
conversation or 
reading club!

Get ready for 
fun Families for 
Literacy events!
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See the glossary to 
understand words  
in red.
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NEWS & UPDATES

Every year we recognize all of the amazing 
work that learners and tutors accomplish 
together. Join us on Saturday, June 6, 
from 3-4:30pm for our PSC Community 
Celebration. 

We’ll celebrate each other and share the 
latest book of learner writings, In Our Words. 
We’ll have delicious snacks and play fun 
games for prizes.

We can’t wait to celebrate with you!

When: Saturday, June 6, from 3-4:30pm  

Where: Lafayette Library Community 
Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

PSC Community Celebration

We have moved into our new Concord office! Our 
new office has more space, new furniture, and 
better air conditioning. We are excited for you all to 
visit.

Join us on Friday, May 1, from 9:30-11am for our 
Open House celebration. Come to get a tour of the 
new space, enjoy some bagels and coffee, and visit 
with staff. We’ll also have some free items to give 
away.

We hope to see you there! 

When: Friday, May 1, from 9:30-11am 

Where: 2151 Salvio Street, Suite 310, 
Concord

PSC Concord Open House
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PSC Talking Clubs are a great way to practice speaking 
and listening in English. 

You can attend in person or online (or both). 

PSC staff will email learners about one week before to 
remind them about the dates that are below. You don’t 
need to sign up to attend.

In-Person Talking Club

When: April 1, May 6, and June 3 from 2-3pm

Where: 2151 Salvio Street, Suite 310, Concord

Online Talking Club

When: April 16, May 21, and June 18 from 4-5pm

Zoom Link: https://tinyurl.com/PSCTalkingClub

CLUBS FOR LEARNERS

Join PSC Talking Clubs

Join PSC Reading Club

The Reading Club meets on Zoom every month. 
Learners read (and listen) to articles as a group. Then we 
talk about what we read. We meet the first two Tuesdays 
of each month. 

PSC staff will email learners about one week before to 
remind them about the dates that are below.

When: April 7, April 14, May 5, May 12, June 2, 
June 9 from 12-1pm

Zoom Link: https://tinyurl.com/ReadWithPSC 
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Blue Canoe (for ESL learners) 

If you are learning English, you have probably talked 
to someone who couldn’t understand you. It was 
probably very frustrating and maybe embarrassing, 
too! There is an app called Blue Canoe that can help 
you speak more clearly. 

Most pronunciation problems come from mistakes 
with vowel sounds or not stressing the right part of 
an English word. The Blue Canoe app teaches you 
how to overcome these mistakes. The Blue Canoe 
app is free to download. You can try the basics on 
the main screen. But to continue and get all the 
features, you must pay a fee to upgrade. For more 
information go to the app’s menu in the top right 
and watch the “Learning Videos” (also free). Be sure 
to push the speaker buttons to hear all the sounds 
and examples. 

Ultimate Phonics Reading App (for native English 
Speakers) 

Are you learning the sounds of letters so you can 
read and spell better? The Ultimate Phonics App has 
step-by-step practice with the sounds and rules for 
reading and spelling English words. The app has 50 
levels. The first 12 are free. You need to pay a fee to 
unlock the rest. Be sure to push the speaker buttons 
to listen to directions and the sounds. 

Both apps are available for Android or Apple 
devices. Use the QR codes to download!

LEARNER TIP

Apps for Sounds of English

Android

Blue Canoe

Apple

Apple

Android

Ultimate Phonics Reading
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Many PSC learners want to practice speaking English with someone other than their 
tutor. The best way to practice with other people is to make “small talk.” Small talk 
is the name for easy, short conversations on things people have in common. A tip 
to start a conversation is to ask open-ended questions. Open-ended questions give 
answers that are longer than “yes” or “no.” 

There are lots of people to talk with: people at your kids’ school, library staff where 
you meet your tutor, people from church or other social groups. Try to make small 
talk using the questions from one of these three topics: 

ACTIVITY FOR LEARNERS
Making Small Talk

1. Weather

“Wow, it’s beautiful today. What do you like to do when the weather is nice?” 

“It looks like Spring to me today! What is your favorite season of the year?” 

 

2. Food  

“I’m looking for a new snack or drink to try. Do you have any suggestions?”   

“This food looks so delicious! What is your favorite food and why?”

3. Future Plans

“It’s already Thursday! What are you going to do this weekend?” 

“The holidays are almost here, how do you like to celebrate?”   

Remember it’s okay to make mistakes. Try to make eye contact, smile, and have fun 
getting to know someone new by making small talk! You can also practice small talk 
with your tutor. Your tutor can give you more ideas for how to start a conversation. 

Remember, PSC has a Talking Club you can 
join 2 times a month for even more practice! 

See page 3 for the dates and times.
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2026 BOOK OF THE YEAR

PSC is happy to announce the return of the Book of the Year! This year we will read My 
Name is Tani...and I Believe in Miracles by Tanitoluwa Adewumi. It is the autobiography 
of a young boy who moved with his family to the United States from Africa. He learns 
to love the game of chess while he adjusts to life in his new country. The book is 224 
pages and is written around a PSC level 3 to 4. 

The Friends of PSC purchased books to give to tutors and learners to keep. We will 
send an email in late April letting you know how to get a copy. Books will be available 
through July 31. That email will also include a video with more information about the 
book. 

We are also planning two more events. We will send emails closer to the event with 
Zoom links. For now, save the dates that are below if you want to come!

TUTOR EVENT

Zoom Workshop: Join PSC staff to hear tips on how to support your learner 
while they read My Name is Tani. 

When: Tuesday, May 19 at 12pm

LEARNER and PAIR EVENT

Zoom Book Club: Join other learners and pairs to talk about what you liked 
and disliked about reading My Name is Tani. 

When: Tuesday, September 22 at 6:30pm
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FAMILIES FOR LITERACY
Listening to stories and reading books with your family can be a special 
time. We have fun and interactive events for PSC learners and their 
families in the months of May and June!

Do you play chess? Do you want to  learn about this 
game? Come learn how to play chess with help from 
chess teachers! Learners, tutors, and family members of 
all ages are welcome. Learners who come will get a free 
chess set. We hope to see you at one of these events:

Saturday, May 30, from 12:30–2pm at San 
Pablo Library 

Tuesday, June 9, from 6–7:30pm at PSC 
Concord Office 

Learn to Play Chess with West Coast Chess Association

At the Exploration Stations, families can enjoy activities 
with Lindsay Wildlife Experience, East Bay Astronomical 
Society, Contra Costa Animal Services, and Bay Area 
Discovery Museum. This is a great chance for learners 
to practice English while having fun with their families. 

Thursday, June 11, from 11am-1pm at Concord 
Library 

Tuesday, June 16, from 11am-1pm at Pleasant 
Hill Library 

Thursday, June 25, from 11am-1pm at San 
Pablo Library 

You can register online at https://tinyurl.com/CCCL-
Exploration, but it is not required. 

Contra Costa County Library Exploration Stations
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NEWS FOR TUTORS

Lunch & Learn

Chat with your fellow tutors while learning about 
tutoring resources and ideas from PSC staff. 

Friday, April 3, from 12-1pm: Practicing 
Reading Fluency 

Friday, May 1, from 12-1pm: Library Digital 
Resources: Which Ones are Helpful for 
Tutoring?  

Friday, June 5, from 12-1pm: Summer 
Reading Activities for Adults 

To join, go to https://tinyurl.com/PSCSkillUp. No 
RSVP needed. We hope to see you there! 

Tutor Skill Ups

Join us for a special “Motivation & Goal Setting” 
workshop with Kathy St. John. Kathy is a national 
literacy presenter and a PSC favorite. She’ll share 
tried and true ways for how to tap into your 
learner’s motivation and help them define or refine 
their goals. 

When: Friday, May 15, from 11:30am-1:30pm

11:30am-12pm: Catered lunch from 
Chipotle & time to connect with fellow 
tutors 

12-1:30pm: Workshop with Kathy St. 
John 

Where: 2151 Salvio Street, Suite 310, 
Concord 

RSVP here by May 7: https://tinyurl.com/
LunchLearnMay26



Welcome  
New Tutors!

Central County:
April Johanson
Barbara St. Amant
Bob Olsen
Laura Presnick
Lois Cucullu
Mary Tang
Rebecca Davies
Stephanie Phillips

West County:
Ann Jeffrey
Leo Herod
Tamara Artman
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Watch your inbox in the coming weeks for Friends of 
PSC’s spring appeal. Since 1986, Friends of PSC has 
supported program needs beyond State and County 
funding—providing over $50,000 just since July 2025 
for textbooks, tutor training, ESL instruction, and 
learning software. If your budget allows, Friends of 
PSC’s board of current and past tutors invites you to 
join them in contributing.

Friends of PSC Corner

GRATITUDE FOR 
TUTORS

The week of April 19-25 is Volunteer Appreciation 
Week. This is a week when we thank the volunteers 
in our community for all of their hard work. So, thank 
you to all of our PSC volunteer tutors! You make our 
program possible. Thank you for supporting the literacy 
needs of adults across our county. 

To honor your hard work, we are sending you a small 
gift in the mail. (The funding for this generous gift 
comes from Contra Costa County Library.) 

Volunteer Appreciation Week
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Challenger

Sasha T. (Book 2) 

Wilson Reading System

Robert H. (Book 2) 

Robert H. (Book 3) 

Greg R. (Book 5) 

Walid R. (Book 9)

Confidence & Connections 

Cristina P. (Book 1L) 

Luz A. (Book 1R) 

Alicia P. (Book 2R) 

Belsys P. (Book 3L) 

Cristina R. (Book 3L)

Eva Maria R. (Book 3R

Yelena S. (Book 3R)

Adriana C. (Book 4L) 

Journey to Success 

Esmerelda C. (Book 2) 

Yesica F. (Book 2)

Samira N. (Book 3) 

Sandra H. (Book 3) 

MJ K. (Book 4)

Sarah K. (Book 4)

Sung K. (Book 4) 

Maria M. (Book 6) 

LEARNER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Textbooks Completed

Yelena S. with her certificate and 
tutor, Sheila M.

Got a new CNA job, passed the job’s certification 
exam 

Samira N.

True Stories 

Joy J. (Book 4)

Long Stories Short 

Karima Q. (Book 1)

Megawords 

Joy J. (Book 3)

Other Accomplishments
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accomplish  
succeed after working hard

adjusts
becomes comfortable  

autobiography
the story of the author’s own life 

bagel
a kind of bread that is popular for 
breakfast or lunch

canoe
a kind of boat

chess
a classic game for two people 

discovery
finding out about something not known 
before

interactive
when people talk and work together

embarrassing
feeling nervous or uncomfortable

exploration 
trying to learn about something by 
talking, touching, traveling, or searching

fee 
some money

frustrating
feeling that you cannot do what you want 
to do

make eye contact
look at another person’s eyes while you 
are talking to them 

Open House
a day when everyone—tutors, learners, 
people from other companies—can come 
and visit PSC’s new office 

overcome
improve

pronunciation
making the sounds of a language clearly

stressing
making the sound stronger, higher, or 
louder

vowel
a sound or letter in a language; in English, 
the vowels are a, e, i, o, u

GLOSSARY

bagel with cream cheese

a family in a canoe


